seems essential to me both for doing research and for communicating with other mathematicians or with students.
This book is a slightly expanded translation of the original French version [155] . I corrected a few errors; I reformulated several vague sentences; I added some explanations, figures, or references; and I reorganized the index. I also added two new chapters, one about Whitney's work on sphere bundles and another one on Harnack's formula relating the genus of a Riemann surface defined over the reals to the number of connected components of its real locus.
